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Lyme Disease

Lyme disease is caused by Borrelia Burgdorferi which is a spirochete.  The tick that is the guilty culprit for carrying this disease is the deer tick which is smaller than a wood tick.

Tick Identification

To transmit the disease, a tick has to be attached to the body for about 50 hours.  Many dogs never show signs of illness and some dogs take 2-5 months to show illness after exposure.  

Symptoms of disease could include shifting leg lameness, arthritis in multiple joints, fever, joint swelling, swollen lymph nodes and going off food.  In some cases, the disease can affect the central nervous system (brain and spinal cord) and also the kidneys and heart.

Prevention:  Prevention of disease can include vaccination.  The first year a dog is vaccinated for Lyme, they require 2 boosters 2-3 weeks apart and then annual boosters.  The vaccine is not 100% protective.  There are also multiple tick prevention products available as pour-ons, or sprays that help to repel ticks.  There is also a pour-on product that is not a pesticide but a drug that is absorbed through the skin that will kill the ticks before they can transmit the spirochete.  You can also check your dogs very carefully, every day for ticks and gently remove them.

Precautions:  When removing a tick, you want to grasp the tick close to the skin and gently pull it off.  It is recommended to wear gloves and wash your hands well when you are done as there is a chance for you to get Lyme from handling an infected tick.  It is recommended to not cause excessive trauma to a tick as this may cause the tick to regurgitate more and increase the chance of causing infection and spreading the Borrelia.

Treatment is seldom successful in completely eliminating the disease unless treatment is started within a week of exposure.  That being said, if your dog gets sick and is positive for Lyme, we will begin treatment to try and get them in remission.

Lyme in the Parkland Region is considered to be endemic which means it is present, and even though we have not seen many cases, we need to be aware of the disease and on the look-out.  

Remember, if your dogs are at risk, so are you.  Be vigilant!
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